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The origin of the monopoly exercised by the Newcastle Tke
Hostmen is obscure, but it must doubtless be traced to the
exclusive right of the freemen of Newcastle to buy and sell
within the borough. This privilege was enjoyed by the gilds-
men or the burgesses of all mediaeval boroughs, but with
increasing specialization the tendency was for different
crafts to claim an exclusive control over the production and
distribution of their own particular commodities. When
the coal trade developed, the right to handle it devolved, in
the absence of any gild existing specifically for the purpose,
upon the Hostmen whose duty it was to supervise merchant
strangers *. The two commodities which attracted traders
to Newcastle were coal and grindstones ; and the Hostmen
would be the natural intermediary between the * foreign 'la
dealers who came to buy, and the * foreign ' owners in the
vicinity who came to sell. But the right of the Hostmen to
exclude other freemen from the coal trade was contested by
their fellow-burgesses, and in 1600 they secured a charter
from Elizabeth, which incorporated them as a ' body cor-
porate and politic' and confirmed their monopoly of the
sale of coal and grindstones a. Their position had previously
been strengthened by a Statute in 1529, which enacted that
no person shall ' ship, load or unload' any goods to be sold
' into or from any ship ' at any place on the River Tyne
within tidal limits except Newcastle 3. This meant that the
North Country coalowners, who shipped cargoes from the
Tyne, were forced to bring their coal to Newcastle, where
they were permitted to sell only to freemen instead of direct
to their customers—the shippers.
The Hostmen entered upon a new stage in their history
when they began to acquire possession of coal-mines, and
admitted into their ranks freemen of the town who already
owned coal-mines*—a concession which helped to disarm
the local opposition to their monopoly. It was a natural
step for the Hostmen to turn coalowners, and in line with
the general economic trend of the period. In the sixteenth
*	Supra, vol. i. 527 seq.
lfl For the term ' foreign ':  supra, vol. i. 265, note 2.
 *	The charter is printed in Records oj the Hostmen, 10 seg.
 *	Statutes, iii. 302-303.    See infra, Appendix, p. 488, No. 3.
 *	Records of the Hostmen, 21.
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